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Whereas for a group of inventions in claims to fulfill the requirement 
of lanity of invention, there must exist special technical features for 
linking the group of inventions so as to form a single general inventive 
concept, a group of inventions in claims 1-24 are linked only in terms 
of a semiconductor device provided with a MIS field effect transistor 
comprising a silicon substrate, a gate insulation film provided on this 
silicon substrate via a silicon-containing insulation film and having 
a high-permittivity metal oxide film, and a silicon-containing gate 
electrode formed on this gate insulation film. 

However, this matter is disclosed in, for example, a prior-art document 
JP 2002-231717 (Texas Instruments Incorporated) , 16 August, 2002 
(16.08.02), and therefore it cannot constitute a special technical 
feature . 

Therefore, there exist among a group of inventions in claims 1-24 
no special technical features for linking the group of inventions so 
as to form a single general inventive concept. Accordingly, it is clear 
that a group of inventions in claims 1-24 do not fulfill the requirement 
of unity of invention. 

Next, the number of groups of inventions, that is, the number of 
inventions described in the claims of this international application 
and liked so as to form a general inventive concept will be studied. 

Judging from independent claims, claims in this international « 
application describe seven inventions classified as [1-3, 9-13], [4-8], 
[14, 15, 21-24], [16, 17], [18], [19], [20]. ' 

The inventions in claims [1-3, 9-131 and the inventions in claims 
[14, 15, 21-24], [16, 17] are summarized by the relation between a 
semiconductor device and a production method thereof. 

Similarly, inventions in claims [4-8] and inventions in claims [18], 
[19] are also summarized by the relation between a semiconductor device 
and a production method thereof. 

In suiranary, claims in this international applications describe three 
inventions classified as [1-3, 9-17, 21-24], [4-8, 18, . 19] , [20] . 
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